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New Year Brings New Rules for Heating and Air

Conditioning Installation
Inspections now required on new system installations

FRANKFORT, Ky. — (Dec. 29, 2010) — Beginning Jan. 1, 2011, contractors who
install new heating and/or air conditioning systems must apply for HVAC permits and
have those installations inspected. The new regulations do not impact any Kentucky—
licensed contractor doing a replacement installation, although homeowners or building
owners may request an inspection from the Kentucky Department of Housing, Buildings
and Construction.

“Many of the HVAC companies in Kentucky do a great job making sure their
installations are proper, but we need to make certain all work done by licensed
contractors meets the consumer’s expectations as well as state and local codes,” said
Tim House, acting director, Division of HVAC.

Permits will be issued based on the following categories: one- or two-family
dwellings, multi-family dwellings, and commercial buildings. This applies also to
homeowners who plan to install a system in a new home or install an initial system in an
existing structure. Although inspections are not required for replacements, inspections
are available to those that request them through the state’s office or local jurisdictions
that have a program in place.

Permits in the one- or two-family dwellings category cost $75 for the first system
and $50 for each additional system. Permits for multi-family dwellings will be $75 for the
first system and $25 for each additional system. Commercial project permits will be
based on the total dollar value of the project.

It is the responsibility of the permit holder to request these inspections at various
intervals of the project. An initial inspection will be conducted, per the request of the
contractor (permit holder), to evaluate the project and any HVAC-related concerns. To
pass inspection, the permit holder must verify certain information outlined in the building
plan (as authorized by the Division of Building Code Enforcement) as well as proof of
permitting and licensure.



House says consumers should take these steps when considering which
contractor to hire for an HVAC installation:

e Get multiple prices, try for at least three.

e Compare the prices (are they within a reasonable range with one another?). A
great deal may not be so great if the system doesn’t work.

e Ask for references; not only ask but call to see what they say about the
contractor you choose.

e Check to see if they are licensed. You can do this by checking the license at
https://hbc.ky.gov/licensing/electrical/license lookup.asp

e Although an inspection is not required in all cases for replacements, you may
request one by telling the contractor.

e Have a contract; make sure the contract spells out everything that you want. A
vague contract may lead to conflict down the road.

e Avoid payment prior to work being performed.
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